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Psper    tdopUsd    by    the    Meckleaburg 
i''..hrt..ry   aod  ordered    to  be   publi^htd* 
aart  f..«arded  to  the  Gewral  Assemblj  n 
1  M^hTterj's   report   to  the  OvertpreB  on 
'■"^  K;ietie«  : 

Ii  i«  with  DO  little  diffidence  ihttt  we 
venture  lu  formulate  an  opinioD  on  a  ques 
tmu  that  ha.  developed  bo  great  a  divemity 
•>\  mw  among  our  brethren  in  the  miois- 
trj  I  hat  it  is  a  moat  interesting  and  very 
'cnpi.rUDt  queation  is  conceded.  It  ^jemg 
t;.  •»  to  ha^e  this  peculiarity,  namely  :  that 
n.«?r«i,  weight  of  argument  i,  on  one 
•'.1.  nmi.  moat  of  the  eolhuaiaam,  sympa- 
•^'v  N,pul«rity.  and  a  large  meMure  of 
iuooeaa  are  on  the  other. 

A.  preliminary,   »e  offer   the  folbwiDg 
P-i--">ni.   about  aome  of  which  there 
'"  '  d'-pute.   and  all  of  which   we 

*H'  true. 


h  .1.1 


1.  In  the  Word  of  God,  whic|)  is  '  the 
only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice." 
we  can  find  no  sanction  whatever  not 
even  -'by  good  and  neoeaaary  inference  • 
for  any  society  other  tbao  the  Church 
which  Christ  and  his  apoatlea  founded  aod 
to  which.  He  as  the  sole  and  soTei^i^n 
Head  and  Law-giver,  "li.th  gi^en  the 
mjnistry,  oracles  and  ordin.ocea  of  God 
for  the  gathering  and  perfecting  bia  aaint^ 
lu  th.8  life,  to  the  end  of  the  world  » 
Several  of  our  ablest  and  moat  le,ro«Ml 
meo.  .n  whoae  wi-dom  and  piety  the 
Church  ha.  generally  very  great 'ooofi- 
dence.  have  e««yed  to  find  in  G,d*a 
Word  aome  paaaagea  to  sanction  wnsittw. 
••  they   no^  ezist,  and  yet  so  farfetob^l 

efforts,  that  they  are  almost  amusi,,,,  .*, 
•  .pecmen.  one  venerab:.  .nd  beloved 
brother  quot«,   the  followiug  x>,mM,^ 


ci«lie«  ,  Acts  viii  -  1  "Tlif  V  that  wpre 
ieaU«r«*l  *br\»«d  m*Poi  everywhere  preach- 
log  lb«  Wt»r*l."  Kcv.  xxii;!?;  "And  the 
Spirit  aod  th«  bride  «ay,  coint,  and  let 
hitu  that  hear^th  r«t,  c<»m<»."  W*  biw 
til  w»nft»,  that  we  fail  to  Wkf  that  theif 
and  olbtr  pwia^w  ihal  have  tM'fii  used  lor 
liiv  *•!«•  i^nd,  affurd  any  Scipiural  Moc- 
tK»u,  tither  direellv  or  by  fHir  infereoc«, 
tor  awciciati»r)*  and  or^'niiisni^  distinct 
Inioa  th«  Church  AnJ  as  thi?  i-"  thp  beft 
thai  can  h*»  dt>ii«  in  ibis  directi.ii  we  «fe 
Ci»»u|)«UiHi  lo  n^^'anl  the  effort  m.  an  vASftx 
f*ilur*.  N»>r  c«ii  wf  bud  m\\  trare  oi 
lh«te  Meieliw  in  the  Apfwsolic  Chiirch 
Npilher  in  the  Arlu  ul  Hh-  A|M*tlc«,  nof  io 
thf  practicf*  ol  the  esrlv  Christians,  nor  !« 
Ibe  e;rlMi««t»eal  historv  ol  their  timep  <1** 
v#  find  a  prwc^Mit  for  surh  tocietits 
'i.  Our   tUodartk  afl.rd    a«  no  sancHoD 
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whatever  for  tu«e  aoclelies.     In  them  they 
are  not    contemplated,   and  no  proviaion 
whatever  ii  made  for  them.     The  language 
of  our  Book  is  brief,  simple  and  direct.    It 
is  this  :  "The  Church  with  its  ordinances,  j 
ofiiccrs   and    courts,    is  ihe    agency  which . 
Christ  haB  ordained  for  the  edification  and 
guveruruenl    of  His  people,  for    the  propa- ) 
tratioD  of  the  faith,  and  for  the  evangeliza- 
11)0  of  the  world."     (Form  of  Government  j 
(hup.  2,  Hec.  3,  Art.  4  )  Now  it  is  an  irre-  j 
sistible  and  unavoidable  conclusion,  that,  if  ' 
under  this    provision  of  our  Book,   we  can 
have    societies  other  than    the  Church,  we 
can  also  with  equal  propriety  andsanclion, 
have  officers  and  a)urls   other  than  tboae 
which  we  now  have. 

3  Another  profx^ition  is  this  :  the  sue 
eePB  18  no  just,  fair  or  wise  criterion  by 
which  to  judge  the  righteousness,  proprie- 
ty, wisdom  aod  prudence  of  any  man  or  of 
any  institution.  It  is  not  a  sure  t^t,  uor 
an  iuf4llib!e  proof.  Aod  if  We  are  to  »p 
prove  of  Societies  becau^  of  the  succms 
which  if  has  pleased  O  >d  often  to  permit 
thera  ;  then,  by  a  parity  of  reasoniog,  we 
will  in*  compelled  to  approve  of  the  cxist- 
(  lice,  the  spirit  and  the  mpthods  of  the 
Church  of  Home,  and  to  cooderan  our  own 
beloved  Fresbvterian  C/hiirch.  For  while 
for  cento riea  the  most  tslnunding  and 
brilliant  success  has  attended  the  former, 
the  latter  has  been  Christ's  "liitle  flock"  of 
Hi8  own  elect,  generally  {mmif  aod  often 
deBpise*]  and  peraecuted. 

4.  Nor  are  the  precedents  all  in  tttvor  of 
societies.  Men  generally  are  not  prone  to 
furfiai-t  iht;  Juiurf;aud  as  «  rule  they  are 
waiuiiig  in  thHt  nagafily  which  will  enablt* 
them  to  foretell  whereunto  a  movement 
will  grow  when  once  il  is  put  in  motion. 
Moreover,  it  i»  diflicult  t  >  see  clearly  the 
rt'latiotj  iH'twt't'o  tau^eand  effect,  especially 
when  a  large  inienral  of  time  iuterveoes 
between  the  eauiw  in  iia  inoipiency  and  the 
effect  in  il#  full  and  complete  development. 
Not  nnfrequentlv  an  evil  grows  wlowlv  Bmi 
tlmoat  imp  jrceptihly  frinn  «  very  "imBll 
Kod  H|i[)art'ntly  liarmle?*  capual  liegionirig 
— a  l)c'ginning  apparently  sn  innocent,  and 
with  a  growth  so  exceedingly  gradual,  that 
trie  feartof every  prudeutan<l  gcMxi  roan  are 
j  disarmed.  Bui  after  the  laf»«  of  decade«,  or 
j^nerationP,  or  ages,  the  evil  apf>e«r«^h 
<w1<%^fll  prop<jrtiiui8,  so  deeply  rooted,  so 
thopoH^'hly  ramified,  so  eompietely  inter- 
HOTfii  with  iot*re«lii«'j  very  dewr  to  sorieiy, 
that  wen  tolemte  the  evil  rather  than  ssc- 
t\%m  tbote  lotereBtH  in  destroying  it  ;  t>r,  if 
the  allernji!  M  made  to  rnunleract  ilu'    evil. 


it  takes  generations  and  ages  of  paioful 
toil  to  do  so.  It  generally  taket  at  long 
and  often  longer,  to  do  away  with  «n  evil 
of  a  gradual  development  as  it  took  that 
evil  to  grow  ioto  its  t-jll  and  o.»niplete  pro- 
portioaa. 

Now  it    becomes    us  as  prudent   men  to 
learn  carefully    aud  accurately    the  l^ou 
that   some  precedeota  teach  us  as  pertain - 
iag  to  the   matter  in    baud.      Ihe  Church 
of  Rome  sufJered  to  be  formed  within  her 
own    b^om  two     SicieliM.      There    were 
others,    but    we  refer    now   to    ooh    two. 
TbftM   were  the   society  of  the  jMuils  and 
;  the  Inquiiition.  At  first  they  wemed  woo 
i  derfully  helpful  to  the  Church      They  had 
!  her  sanction,  her  praiie,    hsr  support^  aod 
I  her    gratitude.     But  in  the  ct.ura*  of  time, 
nothing  brought  the  Church  into  more  dis- 
favor, nothiog  did  her  inore  harm,  nolhiug 
awakened   for  her  more    hatred  and    more 
ho-itility  than  these  two  a«jcjelie«.     She  was 
at  last  comf>elled  to  suppress    them  io  or- 
der  to  preserve  her  own    lif<!  ;  and   though 
one  of  them  has  since  been  renewed,  never 
thelcM    thes'    iostilutions    have    begotten 
>¥ithiQ    and    without  her    fjale     influences 
that  have  already  divide<J  the  allegiaa^^of 
h«r    children,   and  that  will  in    the  future 
have  no  saaall  share    in  her  ultimate  over- 
throw.     Again,  we  aee  the  Church  of  Kog 
land  a  hopelessly   divided  body.     She  has 
iwu  camps,  and  the  ultrahigh  Church  and 
ritualistic    camp,    which     as^imilaiM     her 
mure  and  more  with  the  corrupt  and  idol*- 
trous  Church  of  Home,  is  now  perhaps  the 
larger.     \\a  forct*  are  mi^  numerous  and 
its  wealth  greater.     An(rt%hat   the  origin 
of  this  depioraole   evil  |^H  now   veits  the 
glory  of  that  Church    which  two  or  three 
centuriea  ago  was  so  purely   (Jalvinbtic  to  \ 
doctrine,  and    which  was  honored  by  such 
names  as  Crannier.  Kidley,  Hooper,  L*tl 
mer   and    a  host    of  other     marly r«,  aod 
adurned  by  w  many  pious  and  learned  di 
vines  ax»d    scholars?     Was  ii  ool,  thai  in 
oom[*rftlively   mo<lern    tiroes  she  tufler«f 
the  existeoM  in  her  bMom  of  hroiherhood*, 
secret  orde>w^  societies  and  celibates*     W# 
need  not    dwell  on  this    point,  we   ifii|iect 
fully  hubroit  it  as  Wurthy  of  iht-  m  m\  serious 
cuneideratMiij  ui  uur  brettirt-n, 

ft.  The  maxim    lijiiiid    id  ti.e   s,>rnifiii  i»u 
the  MounJ,  ano'  which  iiur  Saviiuir  tuiphs 
sited  ,w  strongly,    naoicly,  that    "No    man 
ran    nerve     two    iiiaNleris,      i«    iilso   wurihy 
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of  m»«t  wrious   consideration  in   this  ctm- 
nection.     Without  prcionaing  to  aay,  bow 
far  the  m\\  has  extended,  still  we  are  per- 
suaded that  t cere  are  not  •  Urn  people  who 
are  attempting  to  divide  their  allegiance  be- 
tween the   Church  and  some  society  ;  and 
thtre  are  aome  whose  only  r^digion  is  their 
society  ;  who  consciously   or  uucfjnsciously 
have  suUtituled  in  their  hearts,  their  affec 
lions,  their  zeal  and  their  loyalty,  their  so- 
ciety lor  the  Church.  Perha|M  they  first  at 
lempied  to  serve  two  maatcrs,  but  present- 
ly finding  the   society  more  congenial  to 
their  natural  inclinations  than  the  Church 
with  her  bttier spirituality  and  p&rity,and 
her  severer  simplicity,  they  reached    that 
point,    which    every  man    ia  compelled  to 
reach    who  attempts  to  Mrve  two  masters, 
and    gave   their  hearts  wholly  to    the  bo 
ciety.     This  maxim  of  oar  Saviour  isjast 
a«  true  when   the  two  masters  are  not  in 
imical  as  wl>en  they   are.     You  aod  your 
neighbor  may  be  dear,  good  friends.     Now 
if  he   CBploys  a   servant,   pays    him  full 
wages,  and  controls  his  whole  time,  that 
servant  cannot  serve  you  also  without  de 
frauding  your  oeighbor   aod  doing   him  a 
grievous   wrong,  and  if  we  did  not  know 
from  our  persjjnal  acquaintance  with  men, 
thai  many  are  prone  lo   divide  their  alleg 
iance   aod   some  to  transfer   it    from   the 
Church  to  the  society,  still  all  the  analogies 
applicable  lo  the  case  would  convince  u»  of 
this.      Permit  us  to  offer  one.     The  former 
knows  that  he  cannot  grow  two  distinct  and 
diff'-renl  crop  on  the  same  s|>ot  of  ground 
at  ihe  same    time.     Aod  so  you   never  see 
him  attempting  lo  grow   hie  grain  or  hii 
coltoo  on  a    thickly  and  heavily  timbered 
piece  of  land.      He  knows    there  are  limits 
Iq  the    capacity    of  any    soil    to    suatain 
growth.     And  if  the  strength  and  energies 
of  the  soil  are  atinuBlly    taken  up  and  ex- 
baiiated    in  the    growth  i>f    timber,    he  is 
never  guilty  of  the  filly  of  attempting  any 
other   crop  on  it.     If  he  would  cultivate  ; 
grain    or  cotton    there,  he  must    6r<t  cut  , 
duwo  and  deadeo  ihe  limber.     H**  cannot 
divide  the    en.  rgies  of  ibe  soil.      He  rousl  J 
transfer    them     aitogeiher,  and     must    ac-  ; 
tually  substitute    one  growth   f^»r  another.  ' 
In  like  manner,  man  is  a  finite  being  ;  aod 
••  .ustquenlly     his    capacity    for    devotion, 
love,  activity,    service,   allegiance  and  loy- 
bIiv  is  limited   Aod  in«8niUO?\  as  in  the  very 
nature    of  the  c  se,  the  (Jh^eh    rightfully 
.  laioat  and  demands  tba  w§i^ «!*  ti^aae,  he 
<«nnot  give  any   of  them  to  any    other  so   i 
rit'tv  without   defrauding  the   Church  aod  ; 
duiug  her  a  grievous  wrong.    In  ibe  rouiti-  ! 
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1  plieily  of  wcieliet,  iii  I  lit'  iirQiaiDeDce  uiey 
havB  EMUoied,  io  the  devolioo  «od  aclivi- 
lie*  wbich  they  «re  deiuandiDg  more  and 
raoi^,  there  i«  danger  of  alienating  the  af 
ftotiousof  manv  froui  the  Cliurch,  iu  whose 
v#r?  ilonw  and  dust  ihev  ought  to  lakt'  de- 
ligbtt  »od  which  ought    to  be  the   chiefeet 

'  ji»y  of  their  heart*.  There  is  danger  ot  se- 
ducing the  h>y  ally  and  devuKon  ((finally 
uotulorwl  heartti  aod  many  indiscriiiiinaliiig 

i  MU*t. 

!      •»    It  cannot  be  denied,  ibm  the  itadeii- 

{  cy  of  the  presHtnl  agv    U  u,  mulli[)ly  these 

'  »»eietiet  lo  an  alarnung  and  dangerous  de- 

Iftm.     It  woul.l    bf  ^.iniiily  ridiculous,  if  it 

t  werr    not  so  hurtful,    lu    see    iipou    what 

frivohjus  prclcxis,   hiuJ  for  what  silly  rea- 

•Wii  these  soeietiea  are  tutmeil.      Tu-day  eo 

oieliM  wiihin  aod  without  the   tJtiurch  are 

•o  numerous  and  «.  varied  in  tlieir  charac- 

i  ler,  origin,  a UI18  and  jnir(M>8t"^.  that  it  would 

,  lake  almost  a  whole  quire  (<f  focdicap,  and 

would  Consume  almost  a   whole  ddv  to  n- 

cjrd    and    recite  their    naruea    and    their 

nurabera.      We    have  societies  for  the  Sab- 

^  b«th  »nd   tiir    the  wiek,  nocietiea  for  every 

I  d»y  »od  f^)r  cvtry  night,  wtcieties  for  males* 

I  «nd  fur  female*,  8,,cieties  for    men  and   lor 

;  beMls,   sucieties  t.ir  marriage   and    lor  di- 

v«rc«,-»t»cietie8for  lalwr  and  for  leisure,  f)r 

eating  aiid  (or  abtinence,  for  drinking  and 

f»r  temperanctf,  lor  giving  and  for    recei%  • 

iog,  sociMie«  for  living    and   f„r  dying,  so 

cietiw  fbr  hreakfasi,  societi«-8  Ur   dinner, 

•nd   »ocicti«.  lor  »u(>f»er.      lu  short  h  oiin 

it    nowhere  aul    nothing,  if    ht-    be   n..t  a 

member    ol  a   score    or  inore    ot    theae  so- 

ri«i».     Stieieties  ovtrwhelm  the  land,  the 

Church,  ibe  home,  societies,  ad  libUum  et  ad 

naumam.     lo  the  midatof  this  Babel,  how 

hkaly  M  a  man  !..  be  eonfuae^l,  and  l>efore 

h#  knowi  it,  to    make  a  false  step,   and   to 

wmmit  him»eH  irrevurahly  to  gume  ruir.„UH 

N»cy.     There    i«  nothing  ..,  mimmi^  and 

w>     aHuuodmg    «»     ih^    nu.liipHciiv     h,,,! 

growth  of  poc.^l,t.«,-v.„  w,!hn,  the  „m»„.  ,rv 

orthi^gr.Hrai,,,,  ,,„|   ^„K,„    ,,,r^^,,  ,,j^' 

•er»atH,n,      ,\„i    ,,ahing  ,>,.rimp.  m  .....rP  ' 
cb«r.cle.,.i,rnr,heretti.*.n,,,,  i„,„,,„rdi 
nation.  ,,h1  .»jK.rficiaiuy  of  the  pre=Hnt  «... 
and    u»    ,1.,    ,  m«,cu  latin,,  ,,,    the  popular' 
"^'"'*    •«"'    '    -^    .  .M.C    n.,.r„l.   „the,e 
m    the   nii(l»i  of  thm  ' 
e..nl„.«.,.   ,,    there  not   danger,   that    the, 
thurchwHh    herhi.h.nd   sacred  claims  ' 
m,s  »»-l-«.ghiufbj  many,  especially  by 
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the  weaker  and    leas  d  iscrinjinatiDg '  mindi 
arnaog  our  p«»ple?    And  is  it  not  a  fict, 
that  with  many  among  the  masses,  the  true 
nature  of  the  Criurcb,  the  high  and  Bolemn 
and  eternal  resfwosihility  of  Church-mem- 
bership with  its   unreserved    devotion  and 
jentirt    consecration,   are  lost    si^ht   of  and 
T>ave  been  beclouded    and   obscured?     Dj 
not  a  great  many    now  show,    by  the  flip- 
pant and  indiscreet  haete  with  which  they 
assume  the  v«)W8  of  church  me  m  be  rah  ip,  and 
by  ibeir  sad  indifference  to  and  neglect  of 
these    solemn    vows    and    duties  involved, 
.that    in    their  minds,  the  idea  ofchurch- 
I  fiiea»berfihip  has  been  so   lowered  and  de- 
i  bauched,    that  they  regard  it    pretty  much 
;  as   on    a    level  with  joining   any  ordinary 
brotherhixd  or  80cielv--onlv  a   tenjiwrarv 
ttiair,    which  they  may  engage  in  ur  retire 
from  at  any   time  and  at  their   own  will  ?  I 
^  Is  this   society  mania  of   the  present  day  ! 
wi-ief     Djcs  it,  in  ila  ultimate  results,  re-  ' 
dound    to    the    honor    and  glory    of  the 
Courch  ■?   and    to  the    development  of    a 
healthful    and  rob j»t,  public,  moral  senti- 
ment, to  real  vital  gmlliness,  and  to  eleva  S 
ted  spirituality  in  the    individual  life?     h 
it  prudent  in  the  Church  to    ti.ster  and  en 
courage  this  tendency? 

7  Ouce  more  It  has  not  been  demon- 
•traled,  that,  if  all  the  energiea  and  activi- 
tiea.  devotion,  and  wealih  which  have  been 
dissipated  among  iheae  many  societies,  had 
been  consecrated  iu  that  one  society  which 
Christ  inttituted,  and  which  He  evidently 
lodged  sufficient  for  the  cc.nversiou  of  the 
world,  m  His  own  gracious  and  sovereign 
lime,  the  results  w,.y!,i  ,„,t  have  been  fkr 
more  gloriuus,  pernianeni,  and  widespread 
-more  l„  the  honor  uf  our  1.  ,rd  and 
^''^'''•'  »'"'  "»'r*'  to  Ih^  elevation,  bap- 
I'.npwiMis.i  galvBtion  of  mankind  1  How 
irresistible  m.uUi  „„w  he  the  power  ot  the 
^ ''"*'''*'■  ''"W  <""mp'P'''  "tol  lunversal  her 
truiniph,  how  glorious  her  march  fr  ,m  on.. 
^rand  victory  to  another,  and  how  near  now 
J.0.1R1  he  ihp  final  ur,,ver^ahri„,nph.H,n- 
k'tf-r  i!  I,    .niriiii.il  war 


S'.ead    4   I  Si,  |,.  i; 

fire,   Hnl  tr.  «  «■  ^ 

tie  of    goia;i  ---> 

Khig,  an.^  ,    , 

been  ma^-  j 

Macedonifiii  phuiu;  , 

Complete   m    disL-.i,,,, 

with  the  precision  and   might    of  „  ,^^,,^ 

•Dd    advancing  with   the  re.uii...    .oergv 

pod  v,ub^jhfc  hartnony  andVhMhm  ^T^^ 

swelling  tide  of  the  grc«t  d-i^p?  *»-"^:  — 


-HT'iii-ir,    fi^  PHI 

•    .wt!    (  r.nst  m 

'    f-r,  had 

«»ii  1  mighiy 

,    " ''id, sweeping, 

»*'>d  drill,  moving 


»  hp  conclusion    t,, 
tions  bring  ur  ,«  ih,;. 


which  these    r^. 


^  1.  The  Cbttf^  W  J«tt  Christ,  ifinie 
and  loyal  to  hw  bttovri  liwd  aod  Kiof, 
aad  if  implieitl^  olMdiMt  to  Hit  Word, 
tiannot  eodoiM,  «o«ounp  or  usction  aaj 
lootoly  or  aawieiaticMa.ihat  ia  io  aoy  degraa 
iodependent  of,  or  differ«ntiaud  from  hw- 
Mif,  any  woieiy  that  pntnowes  a  \\U  tod 
an  organiim  apart  from  bar  own— any  m- 
ciety  that  is  not  in  «»«ry  sense  an  integral 
pirt  of  b««elf. 

2.  Oa  the  other  hand,  it  is  perfe<Aiy 
competaBt  for  the  Church  to  dirtrt  bar 
childrao,  at  her  orders  and  (wmnaDds,  to 
ooMtitote  tbemselvtt  a  committw!,  a  hand, 
ao  agency  of  the  Ohiirch,  wboll?  of  b*r 
own  creation,  having  heing  only  at  her  will ' 
and  wo  long  as  is  her  pl^jure,  in  order  for 
the  more  iystematio  and  efficient  diKharge 
of  some  apeciflc  work  within  the  Ccurch'i 
legitimate  sphere  of  o|>erationa 

9  We  cannot  therefore  find  any  censure 
whatever  for  the  exMlence  of  such  commit- 
tees or  societiM  within  an  individosi 
church,  which  are  an  integral  pan  of  it, 
and  wholly  aubjeet  in  all  things  toita  con 
trol  and  authority.  On  the  c^mtrary,  we 
believe  that  such  eororaiitew  or  locietiw 
shoald  receive  every  p.«sibie  encourage 
rnent, 

4    But  when  a  *KsSety  or  committee  br- 
gina  to    ramify,  and    becomw  co  terminus 
with  ■    Presbytery  or  8yoo«i  ;  then,  ia  the 
very  nature    of    the  oiee,    it    is  obliged  to 
take  to  itaelf  gradually  a  being  and  nn  or 
ganisra    differentiated     more    or    less  from 
that  o'  the    Church  ;    and  it    may  be^^mf 
the    oocasioo,   and  poMibly  the  cauw  o! 
harm    and    hurt  to   the  Church   at   sooie 
future   time.     For    example;    we  do  not 
think  that    Women**   Boards   would  be  s 
dea'rahle  featOie  of  oor  •wlwasticisni.  Io 
I  the  N  irthern   Church    iMw  B>ards  eikt, 
virttMUy  «>-ordiDale  in  power  and  aothoniy 
.  with  the    pretkusly   extetiog    and  regular 
!  Biards.     Thia    we     re^urd    as    an    evil 
Whence    the    origin  »     Wat     it    not  from 
this  very  source,    namely,   the  ramifiettion 
of   socletle*    bevond   the  limits    of  an  sn 
dividual  Church    and  throyghoul  rresbv 
ieriea  and  Svn>ds»     It  would   therefore,  in 
our     judgoient,     l»  more    prudent   lo  Ui^ 
enirafethe    ramification  of    a  societv   f*" 
v.,nd     the     individual     Cnurch.    and    the 
blending  of  societie*  into  Presbyterial  and 
,  rtynodiral  I'niooa. 
K      5    As    to    »cieliee  without  thethurch. 


•i 


tiB^- 


we  judge,  that  the  Church  abould  exereiae 
that  prudence  aad  that  wise  diKretioo- 
which  her  Mailer  teach«  her  to  exerciae 
in  all  her  ntceasary  relations  lo  the  world. 
It  does  Dot  become  her  unneceasarily  lo 
antagonise,  and  to  invite  h«tiliiy.  Her 
spirit  ought  always  to  be  meek,  geolte,  con- 
ciliatory. But  she  ought  never  to  forget 
that  hers  is  purely  a  spiritual  sphere;  and 
that  her  L'>rd'8  kingdom  if  not  of  this 
world,  and  that  the  law  of  His  kingdom  is 
complete,  absolute,  and  entire  obedience — 
the  homage  of  the  whole  heart.  And 
therefore,  she  ought  never  to  occupy  the 
position  of  endorsiog  and  approving  of 
any  society  without  her  pale,  which,  in  its 
very  nature,  claims  a  division  of  the 
homage,  loyalty,  love   and  de'/otion  of  the 

renewed  heart. 

Respectfully  ftubmiited, 

RojKR  Martik,  ) 

.1.  A.  Whakton,  >  Coujttiitee* 

J.  T.  Kbij„  3 

i  este  :     R   Z.  Johhbton, 

Staled  Cl»vrk, 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  STATISTICAL 
REPORT 

Of  lecklenburfl  Presbytery  to  the  Ben- 
eraf  Assembly  for  the  year  ending 
May  (0th,  1894. 

MiuiBters,  id:  i>  are  infirm,  1  teacher, 
irteur,  1  W.  a.,  1  in  tranait,  1 
list  for  the  Sjnod,  1  foreign  fnig- 
■iooftrj,  3L'  in  charge  of  68  churches. 
iLiceiitiatei,  3  :  a  m  transit ;  candidateg, 
nS;  churchea,  gl ;  added  on  examiuatioo, 
«59,  on  oertificate,  389  ;  total  member' 
■hip  m  churohei,  8,190.  Aggregate  of 
Jll  funds  eoDtnbut^Kl  for  all  piirpos.-^, 
■70,623.00,  being  an  moreaae  of|l-.d,. 
116.00  over  previous  year. 

Benevolent  Contributioni  :  44  churt/h 
*^  ^avp  to  SuBtentation,  $3,H:i5  ;  3S»  guve  I 
w  KviingeliBticFund,  |n.»;nt;  36  t«In-! 
talid  Fnnd,    $250:    65  to  Fore-gn  Nfia- ' 
Hicms,  |7,i)34:  53    t«  Education,  $1,4  42  ; 
'«itu    Pubhcalion,  |;150;    40  to  Colored 
Kvangeliatic   Fund,  $37() ;  17  to  Ohnrch 
Erection.    |1»3  ;     Hi    to    Bible  Hocietv. 
$10?  ;  t]  to  Miicellaneoui,  $3.1(5!).  Total, 
128.304.     Being  an   increase   of  |8,889 
pver  the  previoui  year. 


Oongregattonal  Current  Expenses  :  46 
churches  for  Fresbyterial  Fund,  $^308  ; 
.59  churcheB  paid  MiniBters,  |24,789  ;  .5.3 
churches  Congregational,  |17,122.  Total, 
$42,219.  Being  an  inoreaae  of  $3,217 
over  the  previous  year. 

Elders  reported,  281,  deacon,  2.39; 
Stmday-acboolg,  55 ;  officers  and  teachers, 
469  ;  scholars,  4,481  ;  scholars  added  to 
membership,  $.307  ;  paid  for  expenses, 
$1,394 ;  benevolenM,  $961. 

Ordinations,  4;  installations,   14  ;  dii- 
solatioDsof  pastoral  relations,  7 ;  church- 
es organized,  4  ;  one  minister  died— Ilev. ' 
G.  D.  Parks. 

Nine  churches,  reprwenting  when  last 

heard  from  190   membera,   m«ie  no  re- 

■  port,    viz  ;     Polkfcon,    Dillsboro,  Sandj 

,  Pla*n«,     Heplir.ibah    TIi#a88ee,   Stevens, 

ncthei  (H.)  Drusilla  and  Bed  Oak. 

AttCHt  :  R.    7..   .ToHNSTONf 

Stated  Clerk. 


Lin 


coinuiu,  N,  ('.,  May  lOth,  1894. 


MARRATIVE  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
REUeiON 

in  MacktMburg  Fraibytery.  Adopted  a 
tb«  Uto  Meetiog  at  UiiGOtiiteii»  N.  C 
Md  Fwwardcdteth*  fiMM-al  Atsem 
biy  At  Nathvirie. 

The  Pr^byteryof  MflCklenbarg  would 
rMpeotfnlly  labmit  to  the  Q«ne»l  A»- 
semblf  the  following  B«rnitire  of  the 
stete  of  r«]igioa  within  iii  bonnda. 

This  DftrratiTe  it  bM«d  upon  reports 
from  flfty-four  chnrdhei.  Iti  repreeen- 
tatiTM  ftre  therefore  dnwn  from  a  por- 
tion of  the  charehes  of  the  Presbytery  \ 
and  is  DMeMHrily  «a  inftdequate  report 
of  the  ftate  of  reUgiou  in  our  entire 
bonndi. 

The  fulnre  of  iwettty*«ighA  Menoni 
to  send  Qp  any  nwrrfttiTe  from  the 
charchM  nnder  them  will  iodioftte  gret^ 
negli^nm  on  the  peurt  of  theee  officifJ 
bodiM  or  a>  rery  low  oonditicMn  of  life  in 
the  fleldf  not  reported.  From  reports  in 
hand,  we  learn  the  following : 

1.  ThM;  fNMton  Mid  c^keni  nport 
with  gfMit  nwdnri^  Md  jQ^oMuse  njMn 
their  fidelity  to  the  diMsll^^  of  their 
duties,  bat  the  indicationi  are  {fivt  "our 
officers  are  faithful,  and  while  there  is  a 
placM  for  pwater  eamsstnesi  y«C  on  the 
whole  they  are  overseefs  attentiTe  to  the 
work  entrusted  to  them. 

%  The  MTTioee  are  attended  with  in- 
creasing inttfeit.  %anm  ehnrohei  n|K>rt 
cwngregatione  nnusuaHy  toll  ttttmofl* 
Bwm  to  be  deeli^^ln  this  Im^wtM* 

matter. 

3.  While  Bwet  (rf  our  dinrolws  f^ort 
no  special  presenee  <rf  tte  Holy  Bplrit» 
Tct  the  ■piritui^  oouditfon  erf  Ae  <»n- 
gregations  wems  to  be  <»e  df  ^n«^  im- 
provement additfona  iaew^  church 
with  one  or  two  «<»ptton^  show  that 
the  Spirit  has  Messrf  the  wwd  to  the 
edification  of  his  peopleand  to  the  ©onwr- 
siouof  sinners.    It  is  a  tt^ert   of  re- 

I  joicing  that  some  of  our  oo^r^ations 
have  experienced  rich  Weeing  and  ril  in 
every  way  revived  and  strengthened. 

4.  This  general  improfement  in  the 
apiritual  tone  of  our  pec^to  has  mani- 
fested itself  in  gr»ter  aotWty  in  ohnrch 
work.  Beports  from  Sauday-iohools 
ahow  large  interwtand  faithful  Aching 
of  the  truth  from  the  Bible  direct  or 
from  the  catechisms  of  the  ohnroh.  We 
are  willing  to  speak  thus  oheeringly,  but 
we  do  not  forget  the  many|hurohffl  who 

ort  neglect  and  nnfaithftlnws.  There 
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donbt^ly  a  general  and  most  ^nr^"  ^ 
ingaotiwtyin  ^  bran^es  of  moIm4-| 
M^oal  enterprise. 

0.  The  old  story  ^M»ntng  wmi 
iwship  and  home  toftdnlnf  ^  ohildwo. 
must  l»  toW  i^^B*  *  ^^Ar  *W*^_  j 
^eM  i«i»rtamt  eiftwoises  wtoto.  ^1 
is  tto  uniform  ^>«plcrfidl  the  ohni^M. 
1  No  improTement  is  n^wt  No  w^y 
lissuggMted,  but  the  wlBotottt  oon^- 
sion  of  all  narrattfes  indiatei  thattke 
rondittons  are  grietotis  and  oril  tm 
1  ^m^t  attention. 

6  We  we  pta»A  to  »^^  that  the 
8abt»th  U  still  rwefweed  bf  our  j^pl*  | 
and  there  is  no  Ti*^  ^^  *»  ^«l 
apirit  of  the  proper  oWenranoe  (rf  ^ 
holy  day.  OompUdrnt  erf  !««*•  oonwi 
from  wme  fields  but  the  g«€«l  tone jrf 
I  the  papers  indicates  oonserrotism  that 
i  holds  faithfully  to  the  religious  sanottty 

of  the  Sabteth.  , 

7  Owing  to  the  general  flnanoial  Re- 
pression it  IS  difficult  to  di«»Ter  the  true 
state  of  benevolence  among  our  people. 
There  is  a  dwline  in  the  wnount  of  can- , 
tributions.  andcomplMnt  is  ^de  of  Ais 
I  in  many  case^  bat  ^o*  ^  ^^s  tt  doe 
!  to  unavoidable  stnwn  and  teabili^,  « 
1  cannot  say.  We  are  reluotant  to  thmk 
i  that  the  deficit  it  due  to  otter  Wise  than 
'  the  financial  state  of  the  oountry.* 

8  Those  vioM  and  amu»ments  wWcb 
have  been  proved  to  be  so  hurtful  to  the 
Bpiritnal  life  of  Oie  ohuroh  do  not  pre- 
^ail  in  the  majority  of  our  congre^- 
tions,  and    in  a  very   few  rione   to  any 

extent.  ...     „*, 

9.  We  are  sorry  to  report  that  twenty- 

o,e  of  our   cburohe.  f«led  ^  W  ^ 

lp^tor«-  «l«ie.  i»^  '«"•  ,^^  f  ^ 
i  amount,  due  we  smril  wd  will  doubt- 
I  lew  be  paid  in  a  short  tilM. 

By  order  of  PrfsbytoTT  Apnl  \%  18W. 

Attest : 

B.  Z.  JomMSTOH, 
Slftt^  Olerk. 


\     .Reports  from  ehu«h«f«sei'*d^ 
I  this^mrrative  was  edited  !»▼?  »  ™^ 

1  tion  of  wr  churches  ^^  item7^^ 

,  The  statisti^l    rep^    ^  f^^ 

lahowsan    incr«u«  «rf  |83H9  »n^^ 

.inevolent  contribution,  of  our  oburohe. 
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